IN THE CLAIMS; 

Please substitute the following claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 7-12, and 14-19 for the pending 
claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 7-12, and 14-19: 



1. (Once Amended) A sj^em for reducing congestion in an Operations and 
Maintenance Center (OMC), the system comprising a network element that comprises: 

a filter receiving event notifications from processes within the network element 
and providing filtered event notifications; 

an event counter module coup[ed to the filter for receiving the filtered event 
notifications fi*om the filter; and 

a performance measurement module coupled to the event counter module for 
receiving event counter information fi"om tnp event counter module and sending alarms to 
the manager. 





3. OPnce Amended) The system of claim 2, wherein selection criteria upon which the 
filter \ selects the filtered event notifications are established by the Operations and 
Maintenance Center (OMC). 

4. (Once Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the Operations and Maintenance 
Center (OMC) requests creation of event count objects upon which the event counter 
module creates event coimt information firom the filtered event notifications 







6. M3nce Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the performance measurement 
modufe emits an alarm to the Operations and Maintenance Center (OMC) if the event 
counter Information exceeds a threshold. 

^ . V 

7. (Once Amended) A method for reducing the number of event notifications sent to an 
Operations and Maintenance Center (OMC) by a network element serviced by the OMC, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

filtering event notifications to provide filtered eVent notifications; 
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counting the filtered event notifications to generate event count information from 
ihe filtered event notifications; and\ 

emitting an alarm if the event coxmt information exceeds a threshold. 

8. k)nce Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein filtering event notifications 
comprases the steps of: 

receiving the event notifications; and 




selecting the event notifications based on selection criteria to provide filtered 
event notifications. 



9. (Once Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein counting the event notifications 
comprises the steps of: 

receiving filtered event notification; 

incrementing an event count based on performance measurement definitions for 
each of the filtered event notifications; and 

establishing event count information specific to each of the filtered event 
notifications based on event count criteria. 

10. (Once Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein emitting an alarm when the event 
count exceeds a Threshold comprises the steps of: 

comparing the event count information against a threshold; 

emitting m alarm to the Operations and Maintenance Center (OMC) if the event 
count information\exceeds the threshold; and 

resetting the event count information if an alarm is emitted to the Operations and 
Maintenance Center (OMC). 

1 1 . (Once Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the Operations and Maintenance 
Center (OMC) establishes criteria for selection of event notifications. 

12. (Once Amended) xThe method of claim 7, wherein the Operations and Maintenance 
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CenteK (OMC) requests creation of event counter objects having information on 
thresholding and alarm notification. 



iisfo 



14. (Once Amended) An apparatusYor reducing the number of event notifications sent to 
an Operations and Maintenance Gentler (OMC) by a network element serviced by the 
OMC comprising: 

means for filtering to provide filter^ event notifications; 

means for counting to generate evenj count information from the filtered event 
notifications; and 

means for emitting alarms to the OMC. 



15. (Once Amended) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the filtering means comprise: 
means for receiving the event notifications; and 
cans for selecting the event notifications based on filtering criteria to provide 
filtered dtvent notifications. 



16. (One© Amended) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the counting means comprises: 
means for receiving filtered event notifications from the filtering means; 
meitns for incrementing an event count based on performance measurement 

definitions [for each of the filtered event notifications; and 

means for establishing event count information specific to each of the filtered 

event notifications based on event count criteria. 



17. (Once Amended) The method of claim 14, wherein the means for emitting alarms to 
the Operations and Maintenance Center (OMC) comprise: 

means for comparing the event count information against a threshold; 

means for emitting an alarm to the Operations and Maintenance Center (OMC) if 
the event count information exceeds the threshold; and 

means\for resetting the event count information if an alarm is emitted to the 
Operations andyVlaintenance Center (OMC). 
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